MINUTES
OF THE CITY OF SAN BENITO REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING
On February 2, 2021 the City Commission met for a Regular Meeting at the San Benito Municipal Building,
Cesar Gonzalez Meeting Hall, 401 North Sam Houston Boulevard, San Benito, Texas.
City Commission Members Present: Ricardo Guerra, Mayor; Carol Lynn Sanchez, Mayor Pro Tern; Rene
Garcia, Commissioner, Place 1; Rene Villafranca, Commissioner, Place 2; Pedro A . Galvan,
Commissioner, Place 3; Mark Sassi, City Attorney.
City Administration Personnel Present: Manuel De La Rosa, City Manager; Fred Bell, Assistant City
Manager; Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary.
ITEM 1. WELCOME.
Mayor Ricardo Guerra called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. confirm ing a quorum.
ITEM 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. FLAG AND TO THE TEXAS FLAG.
Commissioner Rene Garcia led the City Commission and audience in reciting the pledge of allegiance to
the U.S. Flag and to the Texas Flag.
ITEM 3: INVOCATION.
Mr. David Favila, Public Relations Director led the City Commission and audience in prayer.
ITEM 4. ANNOUNCEMENTS: ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST.
Mayor Ricardo Guerra asked if any of the Commissioners wishes to share information with the community.
Commissioner Rene Garcia requested for the RGV Food Bank distribution to be more publicized in the
future as several citizens advised they did not know about it. Mayor Ricardo Guerra mentioned there was
over three hundred participants attending and wished to thank them for considering San Benito. Also, the
Cameron County Health Department continues COVID-19 vaccination throughout the county, staff
members of the City of San Benito and the school district and Cameron County met earlier today and are
in the process of working together in order to schedule a COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic in San Benito.
Together we are finalizing the details with a hope of hosting the City's first vaccine clinic at the San Benito
Fairgrounds as early as next week. The number of vaccine distribution will be determined based on the
amount received by the state. Please follow the City's social media pages and website for updates and
information.
ITEM 5. PUBLIC COMMENTS. (Speakers/Remarks limited to three minutes}.
Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary, announced Mr. Cresencio Galvan, Jr., who addressed the City
Commission stating his name and residence address at 967 Wentz Street, San Benito, living there for
twenty-six years. He proceeded to state a couple of years ago there was a list with streets that were going
to fixed and wanted to know when it's their turn . He also stated he'd like to see two speedbumps from
Puente Street to San Patricio. Mayor Ricardo Guerra asked if he could respond. City Attorney Mark Sassi
advised no Mayor, public comments is just for the public to make comments. Mayor Ricardo Guerra stated
so we cannot answer, but I will call you and I will try to see if I can give you an answer and see what we
can do, sir. Mr. Cresencio Galvan Jr. replied I appreciate it, thank you very much.
Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary, announced Mr. Javier Hernandez, who addressed the City Commission
stating his name and residence address at 948 Wentz Street. He advised his concern was the same as
Mr. Galvan's, previous public comment, on the road and the pavement on it. He stated his second concern
was speedsters on that road, he's seen incidences where kids were almost hit.
Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary, announced Mr. Santiago Perez, who addressed the City Commission
about concerns with communication with City Departments.
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Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary, announced Mr. Fernando Mendez, San Benito Citizen, who addressed the
City Commission about adding an ordinance to prohibit political signs on private property, right of ways,
and easements.
Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary, announced the end of public comments.
ITEM 6. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY
5, 2021 SPECIAL CITY COMMISSION MEETING AND THE JANUARY 19, 2021 REGULAR CITY
COMMISSION MEETING.
Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Commissioner Rene Garcia moved to approve. Commissioner
Pedro A. Galvan seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn
Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranca and Commissioner Pedro A .
Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 5, 2021 SPECIAL CITY
COMMISSION MEETING AND THE JANUARY 19, 2021 REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING.
ITEM 7. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2021-0202-007(R)
APPOINTING A PRIMARY ALTERNATE MEMBER AND A SECONDARY ALTERNATE MEMBER, AND
ANY PROXIES TO THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION POLICY
BOARD.
Mayor Ricardo Guerra announced he requested this item and asked for input from City Commission to
assign proxies. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan asked if anyone currently sitting on the board? City
Manager Manuel De La Rosa advised, currently the former mayor is still listed as the primary alternate,
I'm listed as the secondary alternate, and Commissioner Villafranca is listed as a proxy by former Mayor
Ben Gomez. Now that we have had elections, the Rio Grande Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization
has reached out to us to see if there's going to be changes. The By-Laws and the Designation Agreement
that created the RGVMPO allows for a primary, secondary, and proxies. We are carried under Cameron
County seat, so in other words, if the Mayor and I are both available on that day for the meeting then only
one of us can vote, if we're out then the proxies come in. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested to have a
commissioner's name as a proxy in case that he or City Manager De La Rosa are not able to attend.
Commissioner Rene Villafranca stated if you want to appoint somebody else, or someone else wants to
take it, go ahead. Mayor Ricardo Guerra asked the other members of the City Commission, Mayor Pro
Tern? We need two proxies. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa clarified you do not need any. It's available
you can list no one or you can list everyone. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan commented I think it's good
to have someone attend when someone's not able to. It's good to have options. City Attorney Mark Sossi
advised it is good to list them so the City does not lose the vote. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan
commented I volunteer myself to be on there as well. Mayor Ricardo Guerra questioned do we have to
put proxy one, proxy two or as long as they show up to the meeting. City Attorney Mark Sossi advised
whoever wants to be a proxy, you have your representatives and have your proxies so whoever is willing
to show up. Mayor Ricardo Guerra commented the only reason I wanted somebody to be named because
if we call them, we have somebody to call and if it's open then Ruth would have to call every single one of
them to try to be here for the vote. So if we already have somebody named Mayor Pro Tern and then
Galvan, well she's going to be the first one and Commissioner Galvan is going to be the second one. City
Attorney Mark Sossi advised yes Mayor, I'm agreeing with you. I think it's a good idea to list them. Mayor
Ricardo Guerra stated his motion was to have Mayor ProTem as proxy one, and Dr. Galvan as proxy two.
Commissioner Rene Villafranca questioned if Mayor Pro Tern is willing to accept? Mayor Pro Tern Carol
Lynn Sanchez confirmed acceptance as proxy one. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion.
Commissioner Rene Villafranca moved to approve. Commissioner Rene Garcia seconded the motion.
Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia,
Commissioner Rene Villafranca, and Commssioner Pedro A. Galvan Motion carried to APPROVE
RESOLUTION 2021-0202-007(R) APPOINTING MAYOR RICARDO GUERRA AS PRIMARY
ALTERNATE MEMBER AND CITY MANAGER MANUEL DE LA ROSA AS SECONDARY ALTERNATE
MEMBER. AND MAYOR PROTEM CAROL LYNN SANCHEZ AS PROXY ONE AND COMMISSIONER
PEDRO A. GALVAN AS PROXY TWO TO THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION POLICY BOARD.
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ITEM 8. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE ORDER 2021-0001 PERTAINING
TO THE CITY OF SAN BENITO MAY 1. 2021 GENERAL ELECTION TO ELECT A COMMISSIONER TO
PLACE 3 AND A COMMISSIONER TO PLACE 4.
Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary addressed the City Commission to request approval to Order 2021 -0001 ,
the Order of the General Election to be held on Saturday, May 1, 2021 for the citizens of San Benito to
elect a Commissioner to Place 3 and a Commissioner to Place 4. City staff recommends approval. Mayor
Ricardo Guerra asked if the election dates and precincts information provided was going to be posted on
the City website. Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary confirmed it has been placed on the City website. Mayor
Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Commissioner Rene Villafranca moved to approve. Commissioner
Rene Garcia seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn
Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranca, and Commissioner Pedro A.
Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE ORDER 2021-0001 PERTAINING TO THE CITY OF SAN BENITO
MAY 1. 2021 GENERAL ELECTION TO ELECT A COMMISSIONER TO PLACE 3 AND A
COMMISSIONER TO PLACE 4.
ITEM 9. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE A CONTRACT FOR ELECTION
SERVICES WITH CAMERON COUNTY FOR THE MAY 1. 2021 GENERAL ELECTION.
Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary addressed the City Commission requesting approval of the Contract for
Election Services with Cameron County for the May 1, 2021 General Election. This election will be held
jointly with the San Benito Consolidated Independent School District. This covers the Early Voting Election
starting April 19th through April 27th and Election Day being May 1st. City staff recommends approval.
Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan asked what is the expense for the election, as he saw two different
numbers. Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary advised the county is requesting a deposit of $13,926.00.
Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan commented the total is going to be $35,970.00. Ruth McGinnis, City
Secretary advised it is an estimated amount. Commissioner Pedro A . Galvan questioned is there any
reason the expenses has increased over the years? In past years, I saw $15,000.00, $18,000.00. Where
do they get their numbers from? Or are these set prices by the county? Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary
advised some information attached on the contract showing reported expenses, that's Section A, Section
B, and continues showing estimated amounts. Mayor Ricardo Guerra mentioned the voting supervisors
are charged a certain amount, and I think it's on page two. It'll give you an idea more or less what the
growing rate for it. Commissioner Rene Villafranca commented it's an itemized statement on page two
and three. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan stated I see the itemized statement, I don't understand how the
pricing is almost double in the previous years. I just want to know is there an answer or not really. Are they
the only ones that can run an election? Commissioner Rene Garcia commented either that or we do it inhouse, and I don't know if we could possibly entertain anything like that especially through this period,
right now. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned is it the number sites also that increases the cost.
City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed the number of polling places also changed from the last
election to this one, it shows more polling places. Commissioner Rene Villafranca commented we're in the
same contract with the school district so we're actually sharing the price. City Manager Manuel De La
Rosa mentioned because of COVID-19, they've implemented other procedures, more staffing they rotate,
so those times have been changed for employees. Again, that's their numbers, you're absolutely correct
how they actually work them out we don't see their detailed sheets. That's provided to us, we either accept
it or we don't. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented if you look at Item B1 personnel that's already half
of it, almost half of it, that's $14,000.00. Like I was saying, the time that we're going through right now has
a significant role in what we're going to be paying. It might have been less expensive in the past. Now we
talk about sharing the expense, we share expense for the locations within our City limits. Correct? Because
I know the school district is a much larger area than our City limits. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan
questioned if we could clarify the number of polling places, I have two different numbers. There's seven
and then there's eight, I count eight precincts and seven locations. On Section A, it says number of Election
Day polling places it says seven, when I count the precincts it's eight. Ruth McGinnis, City Secretary
clarified Commissioner, one is for the school district and the other one would be for the City. Commissioner
Pedro A. Galvan questioned when's the last time we've done our own in-house election? Commissioner
Rene Villafranca commented the City has always contracted out to avoid problems, to avoid staffing and
paying, I don't recall the last time the City did it in-house. I'm not saying it hasn 't been done before, I'm
just saying I don 't remember when it was done. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa mentioned not in my
five years. I just know that at one time it was done internally but I think it was decided long time ago to
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maintain the integrity of the system that it not be done in-house to contract with the county with the County
Elections Department. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned if it was a budgeted item? City Manager
Manuel De La Rosa confirmed, yes sir. Early during the budget process, we budgeted something like
$90,000.00, there was some discussion and the reason being is the potential for run-offs. Commissioner
Rene Villafranca questioned if the run-off is not included? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa clarified no,
we don't know if there's going to be a run-off. Commissioner Rene Villafranca commented so we have to
come back if there's a run-off. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated based on the number of people
that have picked up applications for the positions 3 and 4 , we believe that there will be a run-off, if they
follow through with submitting applications. We anticipated those kind of events. Mayor Ricardo Guerra
requested a motion. Commissioner Rene Villafranca moved to approve. Commissioner Rene Garcia
seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez,
Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranca, and Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion
carried to APPROVE A CONTRACT FOR ELECTION SERVICES WITH CAMERON COUNTY FOR THE
MAY 1, 2021 GENERAL ELECTION.
ITEM 10. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL PAYMENT TO RIO
GRANDE VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS GROUP FOR THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT'S
EMERGENCY RADIO SUBSCRIPTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $19,404.00.
Police Chief Mario Perea addressed the City Commission to request approval of the annual payment for
Emergency Radio Subscription for both the Police and Fire Department. The subscription allows our
emergency personnel to safely communicate with each other over the rad io while in the field . This is a
yearly budgeted item. Staff recommends approval. Commissioner Rene Villafranca questioned is this
Police Department budget or is it a forfeiture budget item? Police Chief Mario Perea clarified no it's part of
our budget. Commissioner Rene Villafranca questioned it's an annual payment right? Police Chief Mario
Perea confirmed yes sir. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez
moved to approve. Commissioner Rene Villafranca seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo
Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene
Villafranca, and Commissioner Pedro A . Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE THE ANNUAL PAYMENT
TO RIO GRANDE VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS GROUP FOR THE POLICE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENTS EMERGENCY RADIO SUBSCRIPTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $19.404.00.
ITEM 11 . CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE PAYOFF OF FIRE RESCUE
TRUCK 1 IN THE AMOUNT OF $125.792.03, USING CAMERON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES
DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS.
Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas, Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez, and Municipal Court Administrator
Christina Sanchez presenting this item. Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas, addressed the City Commission
advising Chief Watkins appointed an Apparatus Committee to look into getting some apparatus for the
City, the next five items on this agenda is part of that. Rescue 1 is a 2014 Ferrara Truck and has had many
maintenance issues. A large portion of the Fire Department's Maintenance budget is being used in order
to keep it running. The Fire Department Command Staff, along with myself and Chief Watkins agreed that
it would be unwise to continue making these repairs as it is an undependable vehicle. No impact to the
City's General Fund Budget payment of $125,792.03 will be made from the Cameron County Emergency
Services District Funds. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned if he could explain the Cameron
County Emergency Services District Funds, are they open to any City, Municipality to use, do we have to
reimburse them? Is it a loan? Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez advised the City Fire Department responds
to any county calls. The county calls that we go to, we get paid for them and stays here with the San Benito
Fire Department. The funds are, they dictate the amount per call and that's what we get yearly and that's
what gets deposited into that account. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned who manages the
account. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa advised the City does. About three months ago, the City of
San Benito renewed its annual agreement with Cameron County Emergency Services District Number 1.
The Commissioner Court appoints a Board of Directors. The Cameron County Emergency District Number
1 has no fire station, no apparatuses, no personnel, just a board. This board contracts with every
municipality and every volunteer fire department county-wide providing payment for services. So back in
2016, we made sure that none of those funds that were collected from our annual payments, approximately
$200,000.00 a year received as payments from Cameron County. The county is limited in resources, I
don't see them creating a Fire Department nor building fire stations, buying fire trucks, hiring people, so
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therefore, during the last budget process, we discussed moving towards that direction and Chief Watkins
spoke, at that time, of the need to replace the Fire Rescue, it's a combination vehicle, it's apparatus, and
Fire Rescue vehicle that was purchased in 2016, it was a 2014 year old model that had never been used.
It's not designed for our area and it doesn't have the suspension needed for our kind of roads, plus it's too
wide for some of the neighborhoods, and again the maintenance issues. In 2016, we began setting the
funds received from Cameron County ESD into a sinking fund. We segregated them separately to make
our payments on the 2014 vehicle purchased making annual payments. The result being that the tax
payers were never burdened with the new fire truck. They are burdened with the salaries of the firefighters,
our equipment, going out and providing life saving measures in the county. These funds have accumulated
and we utilize them for capital purchases in the Fire Department only. They've come to the conclusion
they need to replace Fire Engine 1 and pay it off. The last payment is due in March or April of this year,
this is February. In the next sixty to ninety days we would make the final payment. There was an
opportunity and we started these discussions last summer. During the fall they were looking at their
options, they set up a committee, they reviewed it, Chief Watkins kept me informed. Unfortunately, during
the holidays, he took ill and we put it aside until now. They revisited the numbers and I know Lieutenant
Gonzalez worked very closely with Chief Watkins. The whole idea was to make the final payment. I'm just
going to summarize because the next five items, it means what's going to happen if it gets approved. They
will pay off the vehicle, they will trade in the vehicle, they will get a dollar amount for that vehicle, and they
will purchase three pumpers that are not custom made like the Ferrara, but more of a commercial type
Firefighting truck. It's very firefighting type, no frills, if the AC goes out, it's roof mounted, if you can't repair
it, yank it off and you don't have to take the inside of the cabin apart. So much easier to repair, much
smaller, and newer pieces of equipment. They're also going to look at a couple of brush trucks and skids,
so all the purchases of these five items. I had a call earlier today by a citizen, Joe Rodriguez, and he
wanted to confirm we were not issuing new bonds, and we are not. Due to the way it reads in 2020 when
we refinanced some bonds at a savings, when we issue the bonds for water and sewer lift station repairs,
we also, we being the City, issued municipal bonds for $700,000.00 to help with these fire trucks. It went
through the budget process, and through the bonds, the whole idea was that with the annual payments
received it would pay off the debt of that $700,000.00 and they will have all these pieces of equipment. At
some future date, we were talking about a ladder truck, other things that would help us in our firefighting
measures, because our ladder truck is nearing twenty years. These are capital purchases and I know that
Mayor Guerra is very familiar with it. It's aging, it protects lives not only the firefighters, but those of our
citizens, so these cost saving measures are all being paid for much of it with funds received. The annual
payments are set aside from the Cameron County ESD Number 1. Commissioner Pedro A . Galvan stated
thank you, back to the funds, where are they on the. I've never seen that before, what is the total amount
of the funds and they've been there since 2016? So where do they sit now? What is the number? Ms.
Christina Sanchez, Municipal Court Administrator addressed the City Commission advising currently, they
are in a Fire Apparatus Fund and currently there is $493,360.97 in the fund. Commissioner Pedro A.
Galvan stated, you said it's been in existence since 2016, have we used some of these funds previously?
Since 2016? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed yes sir, you have, by making annual payments
as this fire truck was purchased through a lease. In other words, we didn't buy it outright, we didn't issue
bonds, we pay an annual lease which is about $125,000.00 and Ms. Pena can take it from there. Ms.
Belen Pena, Finance Director, we pay an annual payment of $125,792.03 for Fire Engine 1 as previously
mentioned. In April the final payment will be paid out of the $493,000.00, which balance will be
$367,000.00. A check from Cameron County was received today covering the First Quarter of this new
fiscal year which is October to December for $61,947.08. In the next three quarters the City will receive
$61 ,000.00 per quarter which amount is going to increase. Every year we work the agreement with
Cameron County and they upgrade the amount. In the previous fiscal year the City received $57,000.00
and this current fiscal year is $61 ,000.00, it varies. That's how we use the sinking fund so we will be able
to pay off the $700,000.000 currently in the Series 2020 Bonds. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented
that Mr. De La Rosa pointed out that the next several items are part of this, there's one item, one freightliner
for $750,000.00. You've got almost $500,000.00 to work with right now and you tell me you have a contract
with the county emergency, so is this contract for extended period of time or does it have to come up for
renewal? Is it guaranteed? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed it comes up for renewal every
year. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented so what are the guarantees that money will continue beyond
the period that we have? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa clarified there are no guarantees when it
comes to the county. Commissioner Rene Garcia stated exactly so, if we get into debt of just one of the
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items is $750,000.00 and maybe things don't work out with the county, I don't know, maybe they establish
something themselves. So then what happens? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa advised then at that
point the City Commission would have to determine whether it's going to pay for it out of ad valorem or
sell off some assets. It becomes an appropriation issue, a funding issue. Mayor Ricardo Guerra stated, I
believe those apparatus life expectancy is about ten years. In the first line of defense it states ten years
after, then it becomes ten to fifteen almost like a reserve. After fifteen you 're looking into getting rid of it
because of high maintenance. I understand maintenance issues on certain apparatus is very very crucial
because if it's going to be broken and just sit there, it's just aging much faster and we are not getting the
use out of it. I believe that's why Chief Watkins and all of you brought the need to get rid of it, and trade it
in, just to get something out of it. There's an amount due and we're paying it off so we can trade it in and
get an amount so we can buy some new equipment that you desperately need. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn
Sanchez questioned I know we're going to get a trade in value of $255,000.00 and then the next purchase
value is $750,000.00, will the $255,000.00 assist in that $750,000.00 or is the $750,000.00 already
including the reduction of the $255,000.00. Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas confirmed it's already included.
Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned if this gets approved, you want to get rid of this, what is the
annual, it's a seven year old truck at this point and according to Mayor Guerra it's coming to end of life,
how much are you spending on it annually, currently in maintenance? Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas
stated to average over $10,000.00 to $15,000.00 a year. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned if
this goes away, if this truck goes out, is this trade in value dependent on you buying new vehicles? Or can
you trade this in and move on and not buy new vehicles? Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez clarified the trade
in value is through a company that actually values the truck and it's a separate company from the actual,
so they do their own evaluation on the trucks. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Mayor Pro Tern
Carol Lynn Sanchez moved to approve. Commissioner Rene Villafranco seconded the motion. Voting Aye:
Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner
Rene Villafranco, and Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE THE PAYOFF OF
FIRE RESCUE TRUCK 1 IN THE AMOUNT OF $125,792.03, USING CAMERON COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS.
ITEM 12. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE TO TRADE IN A 2014 FERRARA
RESCUE TRUCK, A 2009 PIERCE PUMPER, AND A 2003 PIERCE PUMPER FOR A TOTAL OF
$255,000.00 IN TRADE IN VALUE .
Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas and Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez addressed the City Commission
referencing Rescue 1 as having many maintenance issues, as well as the two freightliner engines 1 and
2, and we're using a large portion of Fire Department Maintenance Budget in order to keep them running .
The Fire Department Command Staff, along with myself and Chief Watkins, agree if we continue making
these repairs would be unwise as these apparatus are becoming undependable due to wear and tear
along with their longevity in the Fire Department. These trucks are a 2009 Pierce Pumper and a 2003. City
Manager Manuel De La Rosa questioned Captain Mancillas, when these apparatuses are down what's
their down time? Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas advised, it varies from two to three weeks, to months,
depending if they have their equipment available and have to get them. Mayor Ricardo Guerra questioned
when they go down, are you guys certified to work on these pumpers? Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas
responded, no sir. Mayor Ricardo Guerra commented, does that mean we have to contract outside and
have another certified mechanic or company come in and do the work. Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas
confirmed yes. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez moved to
approve. Commissioner Rene Villafranco seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor
Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranco, and
Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE TO TRADE IN A 2014 FERRARA RESCUE
TRUCK, A 2009 PIERCE PUMPER. AND A 2003 PIERCE PUMPER FOR A TOTAL OF $255,000.00 IN
TRADE IN VALUE.
ITEM 13. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE O F THREE
NEW 2021 FREIGHTLINER FIRE ENGINES IN THE AMOUNT OF $750,026.98 USING CAMERON
COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS AND MUNICIPAL BONDS.
Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas and Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez, addressed the City Commission
advising the new apparatus would immensely help this department to deliver services to this community
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and the areas in the county to which we respond on a regular basis. No impact to the General Fund,
payments will be made from the CCESD Fund. Commissioner Rene Garcia questioned how dependable
is the system with Cameron County Emergency System, could we state the system is going to continue
working for the next decade. The way the City Manager explains it at this point they're not considering
building their own fire stations. Now you cover an area, and it must be a significant area that you cover for
the county. Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez confirmed correct, they meet each year with the Fire Chiefs
from Cameron County Fire Department and discuss everything, they have not discussed any fire
departments they want to implement. The talks haven't been there as of yet, and usually those discussions
can take up to three, four, five years to implement, so as of right now they haven't spoken anything about
that. Mayor Ricardo Guerra questioned what's the distance as far as the area that you cover? Fire Captain
Romeo Mancillas stated the county I believe is eleven square miles. Commissioner Rene Garcia
commented you agree to go to any point in the county. Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas confirmed yes, but
within our district. Mayor Ricardo Guerra advised you need to realize, at times not only do they get called
from Mutual Aid for assistance to other cities, either Brownsville or Harlingen, and they do need to respond
that way. But that's the only agreement that we have between us, if they need our help we go that way,
and if we need their help they come this way. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented I understand about
mutual agreements, I'm more concerned about where the money is going to come from. City Manager
Manuel De La Rosa stated Commissioner Garcia. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan interjected is that why
we have their budget impact Municipal Bonds, we stated that we're not going to be using Municipal Bonds
though right. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated no we did, the $700,000.00 were passed very
specifically for this purchase, no there's no new Municipal Bonds in 2021, it's the 2020 Municipal Bonds
that were passed October 2020. Commissioner Rene Villafranco commented but we haven't been using
that because we've been making the money from Cameron County. So the money is sitting there for these
needs, for these gentlemen that they need the equipment to provide safety to our citizens. City Manager
Manuel De La Rosa stated Commissioner Garcia where I was going with back in about 2005, I worked for
a city, we looked and we had services from a local fire department, Willis Fire Department, and Needham
Fire and Rescue, which is an Emergency Services District Montgomery County. The city looked at
providing services, it is cost prohibitive for the county to take on something like that, the Lieutenant is
absolutely correct, it would take years. Mr. Sossi attended a meeting with Cameron County ESD recently,
there was a proposed change to the contract, Fire Chiefs and Representatives for Municipalities, Volunteer
Fire Departments, and City Attorney's showed up to cut this after it's been working the way it is. ESD,
Emergency Services District are taxing districts, they go up to .1 0 cents, so therefore what the county
handles and the way it is, it's probably the most cost efficient service that the ESD can provide. Mayor Pro
Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez questioned I know we're paying off the truck Belen mentioned, would we now
have those funds available to help them as well with any future payments, God forbid anything happens
with the Cameron County contract, aren't those funds now free to allow them to make an additional
purchase. I know we're having a payoff right now which is what's coming out of the fund right now. Was
that a payment we already had before? It's now going to be free and clear so we can assist. City Manager
Manuel De La Rosa confirmed we're actually going to have more funds left, quite honestly we're going to
be able to make our payments. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez stated I think if we have those
additional funds that would also be able to assist them with these new purchases. City Manager Manuel
De La Rosa stated Chief Watkins was being pretty shrewd because he wanted to make sure he could get
these purchases and not utilize all of the ESD Funds that we had in our funds. Commissioner Rene Garcia
mentioned you did say it would be paid off in five years. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed yes
sir, it was always anticipated it would be paid off in five years. The reason being we had other ideas of
purchasing new equipment in the future, that's why I've got to reach that timeline, the shelf life of the
equipment. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan commented I like the idea of getting new equipment for the
gentlemen, it's from Lubbock, Texas that's the location or Fort Worth? My concern is if a truck breaks
down they go out from a few weeks to a few months. Where do we get those fixed? Since we have warranty
with them who is going to take them all the way to Fort Worth? Do they come here? Fire Lieutenant Adan
Gonzalez stated during the meetings that was one of the main issues we had. The truck is going to have
warranty but all the warranty work plus after that warranty is expired, they have a certified mechanic in
Mercedes. We either take it to Mercedes or he comes to the station. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa
commented it is much easier to work on a freightliner than a Ferrara. There are other certified mechanics
in the Edinburgh, McAllen area, Mercedes is just the closest. Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez stated he's
a mechanic for this company, so we will have a certified mechanic to work on fire trucks here locally. Mayor
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Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez moved to approve.
Commissioner Rene Villafranco seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern
Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranco, and Commissioner
Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF THREE NEW 2021 FREIGHTLINER
FIRE ENGINES IN THE AMOUNT OF $750,026.98 USING CAMERON COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS AND MUNICIPAL BONDS.
ITEM 14. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF TWO NEW
2021 DODGE 5500 BRUSH FIRE TRUCKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,940.00 EACH FOR A TOTAL OF
$101,880.00 USING CAMERON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS.
Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas and Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez, addressed the City Commission
stating to replace Brush Trucks 1 and 2 due to age and undependability, these new apparatus would
immensely help the department to deliver services to this community and the areas in the county to which
we respond on a regular basis. No impact to the City's General Fund Budget, payment of $101 ,880.00 will
be made from the CCESD Funds. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Commissioner Rene
Villafranco moved to approve. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez seconded the motion. Voting Aye:
Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner
Rene Villafranco, and Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF
TWO NEW 2021 DODGE 5500 BRUSH FIRE TRUCKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,940.00 EACH FOR A
TOTAL OF $101,880.00 USING CAMERON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD)
FUNDS.
ITEM 15. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF TWO FIRE
SKID UNITS IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,067.00 EACH FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $82.134.00 USING
CAMERON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS.
Fire Captain Romeo Mancillas and Fire Lieutenant Adan Gonzalez, addressed the City Commission
stating to replace Skid Units on Brush Trucks 1 and 2 due to age and undependability, these new fire
apparatus would immensely help the department to deliver services to this community and the areas in
the county to which we respond on a regular basis. No impact to the City's General Fund Budget, payment
of $82,134.00 will be made from the CCESD Funds and Municipal Bonds will be paid back using these
funds. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Commissioner Rene Villafranco moved to approve.
Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro
Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranco, and
Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF TWO FIRE SKID
UNITS IN THE AMOUNT OF $41.067.00 EACH FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $82,134.00 USING
CAMERON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (CCESD) FUNDS.
ITEM 16. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE A PROPOSAL FROM SOUTHERN
TRENCHLESS SOLUTIONS, L.L.C., FOR WORK AT THE SAN JOSE LIFT STATION IN THE AMOUNT
OF $263,032.50.
Mr. Adan Gonzalez, Public Works Director, addressed the City Commission requesting approval on a
proposal from Southern Trenchless Solutions, L.L.C., for the work at the San Jose Lift Station in the
amount of $263,032.50, vendor is on Buy Board. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa commented th is is for
the San Jose Lift Station located at North Sam Houston and San Jose Road on the East side of the
intersection. The San Jose Lift Station has been an open pit for better part of a year and the problem is
the water table does not help us, we do not have the equipment, and sometimes it is harder to find the
equipment we need to get down at the bottom, soil conditions are so soft it is unstable. To be compliant
with the Sanitary Sewer Overflow Initiative, this is one of those sites, is rehabilitating the lift station,
restoring the capacity with outlets that we can expand capacity which will require TCEQ approval. We
need to remove the hazard. We need to work with contractors that have this type of experience. We met
with Southern Trenchless, they have an engineer that they work with so it's all inclusive. There's an
electrical pole, the meter, that needs to be moved out of there, some other elements there that need to be
moved and work on it, plus removing the hazard and get it operating. This is the second proposal because
we wanted to make sure it was comprehensive. What it does not tell you is that once we get surfaced, our
city crews will attach the pumps and finish the work. We need to move all electrical due to old wiring. This
is part of the 2020 Bonds that we plan to utilize that we have issued for water and sewer repairs. Th is is
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one of the lift stations on that list. If you recall the lift station at Oscar Williams, right next to Fire Station
2, it's fairly deep, a little more complex, that was $1,300,000.00 to repair, and it was engineered very well.
We are making the recommendation and using Buy Board means we did not have to go through proposals.
Three weeks ago, we met with engineers to make sure we covered everything needed for our team to take
over. Staff is recommending approval. If this works the way we think it is going to work, we are going to
be looking at the others using that template. The Resaca Lift Station, between the Resaca Village
Shopping Center and Dale Car Wash, was done in-house, totally done by our city staff. Commissioner
Rene Garcia questioned who did the one by Williams Road the one you were referring to? Mr. Adan
Gonzalez, Public Works Director advised, D&D Construction. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented so
you went out to somebody. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa mentioned we used an engineer out of the
Corpus Christi area. We did get a lot of kudos when TCEQ went with Mr. Bell and they call it the Cadillac,
they said they had heard of these pumps just never had seen them and they are nice. Mayor Ricardo
Guerra stated, I think Oscar Williams is one of the major hubs. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated
two or three sources of water, yes, it is massive. Mayor Ricardo Guerra stated, I do not think we have had
any major repairs on it right, in the last couple of years. Mr. Adan Gonzalez, Public Works Director
confirmed yes sir. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa commented for the San Jose or what we got going
in, Resaca Village we do not need. Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Commissioner Rene
Villafranco moved to approve. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor
Ricardo Guerra, Mayor ProTem Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene
Villafranco, and Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE A PROPOSAL FROM
SOUTHERN TRENCHLESS SOLUTIONS. L.L.C., FOR WORK AT THE SAN JOSE LIFT STATION IN
THE AMOUNT OF $263,032.50.
PRESENTATION BY MR. DAVID C. MILES WITH WESTERN SPHERICAL DEVELOPERS. L.L.C.,
PERTAINING TO AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 17 AND AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 18.
Mr. Bernard Rodriguez, Planning Development Director addressed the City Commission introducing Mr.
David Miles President of Western Spherical Developers, L.L.C. who addressed the City Commission
stating we've been working on a development Epicenter, not naming it as such for over three years. I came
here originally on an invite from Tammy Fender, Freddy Fender's daughter, and she loved the area where
her father was born and raised. Historically the music that is well cherished throughout the United States
and the world, we hope that this will further bring music to the City of San Benito, for the citizens and
visitors alike. I've also brought with me today Mr. Charlie Johnson from Johnson Consulting, he came in
from Chicago. He's a partner plus he's done a lot of work throughout the United States, I'd like to say he
does every bit of square footage of the United States and then South East Asia and now Guatemala.
Charlie and his company and Western Spherical put together the presentation you'll see tonight. In
addition we have a PowerPoint and you can see the type of look we're wanting to achieve at the Epicenter.
We're requesting tonight a zoning for 115 acres that would be a planned development district. Just to note,
our first phase will consist of 39 acres. In the first phase what we propose is the anchor for Epicenter is a
hotel convention family entertainment center, at the top of your page. A little history of that is that in
Pasadena, Texas and other areas throughout Texas, there was a piggybacking of Chapter 351 of Texas
Legislation that allows for rebates from the State of Texas to help pay for hotels and convention
complexes. So we went through that process with other municipalities, we brought it to the City of San
Benito and of course the City Manager, City Attorney and Mr. Bell worked diligently with Senator Lucio to
get the House Bill 7347 passed that has to do with rebates from lodging and sales tax. That is the core
focus of Epicenter and this development. We've also have to accommodate a water lagoon, we're looking
at a company called Crystal Lagoons that is a blue water, fresh water, swimming pool quality lagoon, we're
looking at that lagoon. They're getting a bit on us on what their request are royalties, but we do want to
have a beautiful water amenity as one of our core features. I believe you have a 24 by 36 site plan of the
development the first phase, and it's indicated in blue. We have a convention center complex so in addition
to that we have Waypoint 2 Space. Which is one of our associates out of the NASA area in South Houston,
Lake City, Friendswood Area Clear Lake, he has the only FAA approved process for training citizens to
go into outer space. Now with SpaceX in the neighborhood and other medical things that are being
introduced through space, we're really pleased to bring that product to San Benito and the region . There's
a skydiving component that goes with that and that's really the revenue generator until the other kicks in
at a later date as far as the use by the citizens and visitors. The hotel convention will have a performance
hall, an art gallery, in the project also is a food hall and a farmer's market. We have the biosphere which
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is the round circular product in front of the convention center. The plaza entertainment center, retail dining,
residential will be in the area and of course the lodging, multifamily components. In the entire development
there will be townhomes and other offerings. Of course, one of our cherished opportunities is to bring a
medical wellness village in the project also. You can see the 115 acres on 169 and Highway 509, the
lagoon, the convention center complex with the biosphere has a raised causeway that goes over the water
and connects to the medical village. Two hotels which would be more of a select service extended stay
hybrid. Those are affordable components for those that may not be able to spend the type of money for
your more full service opportunity. As I mentioned phase one is the colored component and we have about
7,000 linear feet of roadway to put in, the next page briefly shows what the public improvements are which
are the site infrastructure, the convention center complex, structured parking, and then number three
shows the other components that we will in concert with others build which include a national flag hotel
and that's required a 142 room minimum, a second hotel approximately 88 rooms, and of course the
Waypoint 2 Space, the water features which is the lagoon, food hall and farmer's market, and other
entertainment components could be we would build by others or we could build. Those would consist of
restaurants, retail, the entertainment park, a duo brand suites hotel, the medical wellness of course, and
others. The next page shows the artist's rendition, Mr. Johnson had introduced this to TVS Designs out of
Georgia and so they put up a concept for us, on what the hotel and convention could look like, let me
introduce Mr. Charlie Johnson he's going to talk about that process. Mr. Charlie Johnson, Johnson
Consulting, addressed the City Commission stating that's really my specialty Charlie Johnson 6E6 East
Monroe Street Chicago, Illinois, and I specialize in these types of projects, I've worked in about ten of them
in the Texas market place and so what we felt was appropriate was to size the exhibit hall and the meeting
space and the family entertainment center to allow as much flexibility as possible. Also because of the
Fender connection we wanted to be able to have music in there. So we've organized the family
entertainment center and the convention center piece where it can kind of interface with each other and
the hotel. So it's going to be a real attractive addition to the market place. The bio dome, we hadn't really
finalized the contents of that, we're going to be working with the public to be able to do that. But it's going
to create a real attraction for the community and so I just wanted to comment on the hotel and convention
center, it's very consistent with the other projects that we worked on, but I've advised to make it more
multipurpose in this market place. The hotel is five stories. It's going to have a nice aesthetic appeal to it,
and a good site visibility from the interstate, from the roadways. This just shows you the various
configurations of how this will layout, this is for a banquet hall, it can seat about 800 people plus or minus
for that. That's something that is going to be the biggest spot in San Benito and probably the area except
for Harlingen's new convention center. So you're going to be right in there, competitive wise with this type
of project. So we have different spaces in the venue and this is more dedicated to the hotel specifically
because we want to be able to do a concert and the hotel still needs to have its ability to do meetings. So
we put about 5,000 square feet dedicated to the hotel itself and the convention center has its own meeting
and ballroom space as well. This illustrates something we think is very clever for this market, and that's to
put in a second level over the exhibit hall and there are few convention centers, Lubbock is an example
where they have seating up above where we can do concerts. So it'll be a mezzanine, and we would make
that flexible as well, so it can be additional exhibit space one day and it can be seated area the next day.
So it'll be a very unique and very flexible venue with a very good setting. Mr. David Miles commented the
hotel convention is important because we've put a lot of thought, a tremendous amount of time and thought
into what works, with the family entertainment center which has the bowling, laser tag and redemption
games for the kids, and then the performance hall and then used by the City for convention. It's a
tremendous opportunity to create revenues from a convention center versus what historically
municipalities have done and build it and then it takes and takes to feed monetarily. That's not the case
here, we're paying for this upfront, it's no new taxes to the City, all you will end up doing is reaping from
the rewards of having this not only for your lifestyle, for the citizens, and for the visitors. You can see where
the RGV Epicenter just in its first phase will create approximately 319 full time construction jobs,
approximately 758 direct and indirect full time local jobs during the construction phase. Throughout the 39
acres, the first phase, will also create additional 1,013 direct, indirect and induced full time loca l jobs. We
have worked on all the tax situation or tax value capture, it value captures $332,000,000.00, that doesn't
include the vertical property taxes that will also come in. But the financials, actually the City, will exceed
$100,000,000.00 over 20 years from the taxes, the sales tax, lodging tax, and land tax, which would be
substantial for this City I believe. The other thing is we have a great group of individuals and associates in
this development and many over the course of three years, many of them have come down and they
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change because of things like baseball, we brought the Atlantic League here that one time and they're
staying with the East Coast and selling Skeeters out of Houston so Minor League Baseball is one of those
things that we may or may not be able to capture. But we do have plans for a sportsplex. We've had
historically Chuck McElroy come down and my understanding from the P&Z is that he had 800 attend one
of the programs that he brought forth. So we do plan an arena at some point in time and in the Phase 3,
we also plan to have an innovation park at medical village. These are all in the City Limits of San Benito,
we've done a lot of discovery with the SpaceX people about an opportunity there, University of Texas,
UTRGV, Valley Baptist, the innovation center up in Weslaco with UT. So knowing that this is farmland
historically, you and I know that this is a bread basket for many in the region and with the USMCA, we just
feel like on a regional opportunity that we can bring a lot to San Benito, if San Benito wants it. That's why
we're here today, is to get the zoning to be able to go forward and some things came to mind here tonight,
I failed to mention in our planning and zoning but having police and fire here one of our opportunities, I'd
hope to explore, is to honor first responders in this development, as in Military and Veterans, Policemen,
Firemen, Healthcare Workers, Border Patrol and Education. So it's hoping that we can create opportunity,
expand on a great foundation here in San Benito and be good corporate and other neighbors. So I hope
that you'll vote yes tonight. Commissioner Rene Garcia questioned, you mentioned about medical, can
you tell me a little more what is your idea, you touched very briefly. Mr. David Miles stated we have a
medical wellness group sponsored by USI which is one of the largest privately held insurance providers
in the United States, and they're sponsoring what we call our wellness center. The well ness center would
have to do with exercise, it would have to do with doctor cares, it would have to do with good eating habits,
culinary, healthy food in with the medical village. We are yet to explore what doctor's group or other
contributors in the medical village, but we certainly want to reach out to not only UT, Valley Baptist but
Texas A&M. We have in our team we have A&M graduates and so on, we have the network to be able to
facilitate that. I hope that answers a little bit. Commissioner Rene Villafranca questioned that would be
Phase 3, you said? Mr. David Miles clarified no sir, the medical wellness village is in Phase 1. That's more
of a retail component but when we get into Phase 3 that medical village will be for research and other
opportunities. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented so that's really what I wanted you to expand on the
medical village, I believe, at one point we had a hospital here in San Benito, we don 't even have an
emergency care service or anything like that. If you're going that far, would that be a part of the direction.
Mr. David Miles stated excellent question because we don't know it all, but by spending the adequate time
with the community and to find out what your needs are, we can bring a lot but we want a specifically bring
those components that San Benito needs and the region . That is an open canvas. Mr. Charlie Johnson
stated what we'll see happen is emergency rooms be added to these type of things so what happens in
the first entrance is emergency room comes to the market and that is used as the triage place and if there
are no beds at that place then they go to a larger hospital, but that's a very reasonable thing to consider
in the wellness. If that is something that is needed in this market place, we'll certainly be working on that,
we have about 2 and a half acres identified for that, it could be an office building, a health club, it could be
a variety of things. We'll still have that land available and we're still programming that and thinking about
the program so we want to work real closely with Manny and others to see exactly what you all need to
help as well. Commissioner Pedro A . Galvan questioned has Western Spherical Developers done other
projects of this scale? Mr. David Miles stated not at this scale, I have historically worked with family
businesses on power centers, which anchor like Home Depot, Cinemark, Olive Gardens, National Credits
and mom's and pop's. This is a very unique town center not a lot of companies have done projects to this
scale. So Western Spherical has reached out to a multitude of different companies that have historically
done these type projects. Mr. Charlie Johnson stated when David and I met, I had been working with a
construction company out of Milwaukee, it's got about a billion and five bond rating, a capacity, and they'll
be working with us to deliver and they will be helping invest in some of the assets as well. We'll be pleased
to send you some information on Summit Smith and CD Smith out of Milwaukee. Mr. David Miles stated
another point, it's very important to us to work with the local market as far as contractors and general
contractors as well so we will be working with the local market as much as possible for our construction
needs. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned how long has Western Spherical Developers, L.L.C.,
been in existence and what's the largest property development you have participated in? Mr. David Miles
stated we're participating currently, Western Spherical is a five year old company, have done consulting
work in the East Texas area, Nacogdoches, Luffkin, Alvin, Texas, and of course League City, Texas. We're
in the process of, we have some gray area in the League City project, but we are working through with the
mayors and others to accommodate or relocate in an adjacent city. Mr. Charlie Johnson stated in Texas,
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I've been working with , I've just helped deliver the new plaza hotel in downtown El Paso. A brand new
renovated and redeveloped boutique hotel. I've also worked extensively with the City of Austin on their
convention center, and the 800 room Hilton Hotel, and also worked on the new Bedford, Texas outside of
Dallas and we're working in Lake Louisville now on a new hotel and a waterpark on the marina there at
Lake Louisville. Several others as well, all with Summit Smith for me. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan
questioned the upkeep of the roads and the lagoon system is going to be, how is that going to be
maintained? Mr. David Miles stated all the, what we'll do is have conditions and restrictions to be put
together reciprocal easement agreements and then we'll have a maintenance company that will maintain
all the private parts of the development. Anything that we turn over to the City will of course be maintained
by the City. In the area of convention centers, the City will contract us to manage it, in other words, there
will not be any need for new employees for the City of San Benito.
ITEM 17. PUBLIC HEARING: TO SOLICIT INPUT FROM CITIZEN PARTICIPATION REGARDING A
REQUEST TO REZONE A PROPERTY ON THE CORNER OF FM 509 AND EXPRESSWAY 83, ALSO
BEARING A LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF A 117.868-ACRE TRACT, MORE OR LESS, BEING 50.725
ACRES OUT OF THAT PORTION OF BLOCK 148 THAT IS SOUTH OF THE RAILROAD TRACKS. AND
67.143 ACRES OUT OF THE EAST HALF OF BLOCK 149, SAVE AND EXCEPT 2.36 ACRES
EQUALING 115.508 ACRES. SAN BENITO LAND AND WATER COMPANY SUBDIVISION. CITY OF
SAN BENITO. CAMERON COUNTY. TEXAS AS RECORDED IN VOLUME 1. PAGE 6 OF THE MAP OF
RECORDS OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS FROM L 1 LIGHT INDUSTRY. C-2 COMMERCIAL
GENERAL RETAIL BUSINESS & AO. AGRICULTURE AND OPEN SPACE TO POD PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT. DEFAULT TO C-2 COMMERCIAL GENERAL RETAIL BUSINESS AND C1 COMMERCIAL RESTRICTED BUSINESS. APPLICANT: WESTERN SPHERICAL DEVELOPERS,
L.L.C.
A) OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
B) CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING
Mr. Bernard Rodriguez, Planning and Developing Director addressed the City Commission advising the
Public Hearing this evening will discuss a request to rezone the project site to a planned development
district or POD. By design POD is intended to incorporate evolving development plans to accommodate
various components of a development by fully utilizing imagination and design capabilities of the
developer, architects, designers, and site planners. The POD will encourage open space and green belts
and permit flexibility, ingenuity, and more creative, economical and desirable use of land while still
maintaining a high standard of health, safety and durability. A Public Hearing was published in the local
newspaper in January 8th, 2021, and a Public Hearing Notice was mailed to the property owners within a
200 foot radius in compliance with State Statutes. Staff mailed out forty-eight Public Notices, and received
two responses which did not offer objections, but rather they had questions regarding the development
site plan and civil designs. The multi-facet development is being proposed on a 115 acre site, consisting
of a master plan and include mix use development complimented by the continuous pedestrian, bicycle,
and trail system amenities. Civil site drawings will provide a clear set of development documents to include
proposed utilities, onsite storm water drainage, traffic designs, power communication transitions, and open
activity amenities. The master plan is being proposed to be constructed in phases.
MAYOR RICARDO GUERRA OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:06P.M. and announced if anyone
from the public wanted to make a comment.
Mr. Joe Rodriguez, San Benito Citizen , addressed the City Commission stating he only had one question
to be directed at the company. What is your timeline for Phase 1? When do you expect to start and when
do you expect to finish? Mr. David Miles, Western Spherical Developers L. L.C. Representative, stated
Phase 1 is three years to three and a half years at 80% , and 20% years four and five. We have slated for
May, June to start our infrastructure and then hotel convention, August, September. Mr. Joe Rodriguez,
San Benito Citizen, requested verification that the City investing was not required for this . It would a ll be
the company's expenditures. Mr. David Miles stated yes we have financial partners, private bonding, but
no city. Mr. Joe Rodriguez, San Benito Citizen, stated but no City involvement financially, it'll just be
proving of the plans and tracks and all that. You also had a $100,000,000.00 in tax realizations over twenty
years by the City. How did you come up with $100,000,000.00? Mr. Charlie Johnson stated that's what I
specialize in, so right now you have green land and tomorrow you're going to have $250,000,000.00 of
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investment on that land, so that land over the course of time when people come in and eat at hotels, eat
at restaurants, they generate sales tax, property tax, the local portion of the hotel tax as well as other
incidental taxes that are generated, those all sum up to be that $100,000,000.00 that San Benito will get
from its components of the taxes over that period of time. It's a big change, we're really developing a
$150,000,000.00 of development there, so that's how we got that number. Mr. Joe Rodriguez questioned
what was the capacity of the hotel? Mr. Charlie Johnson stated 842 the first one, and the dual branded
was going to be 88, then we have the capacity for another hotel. Mr. Joe Rodriguez questioned have you
established a branch? Mr. Charlie Johnson stated we're still working on that. Mr. David Miles stated I
believe the gentlemen asked about average daily rates and why we went with an extended stay hybrid?
It's that we can get under $100.00 a night for those type of opportunities, I believe we're at an average
right now at abot $117.00 on average daily rate on the 142 key hotel.
Mr. Sam Sanchez, San Benito Citizen, addressed the City Commission stating I heard you guys talking
about all the equipment for the Fire Department and now you have that big hotel that's going in at least
five stories. Do you have adequate equipment for an emergency at that proposed hotel? Mr. Romeo
Mancillas, Captain of the Fire Department, stated yes sir. Mr. Sam Sanchez, Citizen, questioned so the
new fire trucks will be able to get up that five story building? Mr. Romeo Mancillas, Captain of the Fire
Department, stated something off the microphone, inaudible. Mayor Ricardo Guerra stated it's going to
come back to us.. Mr. Sam Sanchez, Citizen, stated yes at a later time, but they're building it now. You
might as well get the right equipment now.
City Manager Manuel De La Rosa addressed the City Commission advising there is no upfront capital
from the City. There will be incentives, part of the legislation that the City was fortunate to get through that
last legislation two years ago was the two House Bills, one is the Hotel Convention which will help pay for
this construction of the hotel and convention center. The second piece of legislation which helps for the
management and operating cost of a sports facility. So it's two pieces of legislation, currently Phase 1 only
takes in the hotel convention center, it may be incorporated into future sports. There will be Public Funds
going to it if those performance metrics are met, the incentives that are allowed by state law, by whatever
other funding mechanisms that we put in place like a tax incremental reinvestment zone, a 380 if we
improve the roadways to improve access ingress and egress for the subdivision that's going to be adjacent
to this site, that's going to be affected by this development which is Shafer and Whalen Road, drainage.
So that will greatly benefit that subdivision. We've had this conversation with the developer, it's outside of
his development but he recognizes that it's going to create and impact to that subdivision. And how do we
improve the quality of life for the disruption that they're going to be seeing around there. Those costs aren't
his, they're the City's cost, but if it's done during the development we're going to be able to get better value
and get it done at the same time and be able to reimburse some of those improvements through these
incentives on the backend. Shafer at 509, we've had a discussion of traffic impact analysis how do we
improve how to get into the complex and out, it'll likely require improvements to the roadway, the traffic
lighting, maybe water, all those kinds of things and we know we got drainage issues in that area going out
to the drainage channel that runs in that east west direction. There are no upfront capital from the City,
only if those metrics are met at the end will the developer get reimbursed according to whatever contract
the City Commission deems allowable when it approves that portion of the contract. Commissioner Pedro
A. Galvan questioned the tax dollars that you are saying are being used for the project what are they
currently being used for? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated the tax dollars are not being generated
because there isn't anything there. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned no, as part of the House
Bill 2199. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated 2199 is part of the sports facility. 4347 is the hotel
convention center. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan commented so that revenue from hotel taxes is what
we're using right? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed yes sir, the state's portion also.
Commissioner Pedro A . Galvan commented to develop this project, so what are we currently using that
tax revenue for the City. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated currently the few hotels that we have,
or maybe motels, it goes into our funds, the Hotel Tax Fund. It can only be utilized in a certain manner,
there are like nine items that they can be used, much of that money, and we didn't have a lot of funds
probably $60,000.00 if I can remember, we used it to pay for the museum, the museum is an allowable
expense so is the Visitor's Center, when we contracted with the Chamber of Commerce we paid them out
of the Hotel Funds. So again these Hotel Occupancy Tax that we get cannot go to the General Fund, can't
be used on police cars, fire trucks, water sewer, it is very specific by State Statute. In the past they use to
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fund other types of museum groups and for other expenses. Ever since we opened the Cultural Heritage
Museum, it is very specifically funding some of those operational cost. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan
commented so I only heard a few mentioned, you said there was about nine different. You said museum,
visitor's center. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa stated yes sir, I can't recall them all. I don't. I'd have to
send you the statute on it. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan commented that would be a good idea, just to
see if we're taking away funds from a brand new cultural arts museum that we have that's costing us
$150,000.00, are we just going to shut that place down and we're going to distribute $150,000.00 this way.
City Manager Manuel De La Rosa clarified, no that the funds are site specific, the hotels we have already
will not be funding that development. With proper legislation at the City level the taxes from motel hotel
taxes, we can use to help pay for these museums and others that also go back to the City. We can also
as this hotel gets built and visitors staying there we could also create the cultural arts district and an
entertainment district. We're set up the Hotel Occupancy Tax Advisory Board because once we got the
legislation, it was a requirement to have this board , we have two hotel owners on that board, Commissioner
Villafranca, myself and one other person. It was to allow the hotel industry to have a voice to an advisory
board in how we spend these tax monies, but this will certainly only add to additional revenue to the City
as those debts get paid off. Also, that infrastructure, roadways, water, sewer, and storm water gets
improved around that development. Commissioner Pedro A . Galvan stated so you said there's a tax hotel
committee, Mr. Villafranca you're part of it, do you recall where we could use those funds? Mr. Charlie
Johnson, Johnson Consulting , stated I generally know because I've done a lot of work. Marketing for the
cultural assets you talked about, also could be used for performing arts center, a small fraction of it, and
also exhibition halls, those are the categories of uses, and then the infrastructure to support those kinds
of projects. Commissioner Rene Villafranca stated if I'm not mistaken it's mainly used for marketing
entertainment stuff like that. Mr. Charlie Johnson stated that's what the preponderance is. Commissioner
Rene Villafranco stated it's to bring people into the City. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan stated we've used
them in the past for City Events, Hogwaddle, Cinco de Mayo. City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed
we have. Mr. David Miles stated one thing I'd like to add to the conversation is when we originally came
to the Valley we were trying to find a location that was close in proximity to Downtown San Benito because
we knew that we could do some things that could assist in the revitalization of Downtown San Benito and
create even further a great foundation as now. Originally when I went to Senator Lucio's office he was
pointing out some property on the 100 bypass to South Padre Island and we liked that location because it
was very close to Downtown San Benito, but we didn't know it was in Brownsville, we thought it was in
San Benito until we started studying the City Limits. So we came back up between Harlingen and San
Benito where we are currently because of the airport, the International Bridge, 169, but our goal has always
been to invest into Downtown San Benito and assist with cross marketing downtown. There's some things
that we cannot duplicate that Downtown San Benito has which is a real asset. City Attorney Mark Sossi
advised Commissioner there's a question I'd like to make clarification, the purpose of this reimbursement
agreement is to reimburse the developer. The purpose of the agreement is to reimburse the developer for
taxes that are generated by that project, so in terms of the reimbursement obligation that the City would
have under this agreement it would be taxes that would be generated by the project itself not elsewhere
in the City. So your question about hotel motel taxes generated other places in the City, that wouldn 't be
part of it. It's very specific to hotel motel taxes that are generated by the project itself. So you wouldn't
have in terms of Hogwaddle or other events that the City has, the City would continue to pay for those
through the present sources. The Western Spherical Developers would be generated by the taxes his
project generated, it would be separate. Commissioner Rene Garcia commented going back to the hotel
and there was concern by one of our speakers in reference to the fire protection, was that your concern?
Mr. Sam Sanchez, Citizen , stated the trucks we have right now have no way to get up there. Commissioner
Rene Garcia commented I don 't understand you said it would be five floors, right? Mr. Charlie Johnson
stated technically could be five or six, four. Commissioner Rene Garcia stated normally, and I'm asking
the Fire Captain, do you normally need a ladder to reach the fifth . You do have one. Mr. David Miles stated
to add to the five floor model, the reason it would be five floors is because you have to go to steel
infrastructure for six floors and that's a 40% increase in cost. Commissioner Rene Garcia questioned how
many rooms total? Mr. David Miles stated right now, we're at a minimum of 142 rooms. Mayor Ricardo
Guerra questioned Mr. Miles, can you help us understand what you're trying to do as far as with the
convention center. We have a neighboring city that has one and they're having a little bit of trouble trying
to fill it, trying to do business with it. What you're trying to bring to San Benito, how is it going to make it
more successful for us? Mr. David Miles stated yes sir, great question, a lot of thought has been put into
Minutes of the February 2. 2021 Regular City Commission Meeting - Page 14 of 17

it, a lot of ink. So we understand that convention centers can suck a city dry so to speak, that's why we've
included performances and the seating capacity for those performances and the family entertainment
center, which is the bowling, laser tag, and other things and redemption games. These create, we go into
a project like this, how can we create revenues 24n from the project. It won't be 24n, but we're actually
generating $15,000,000.00 in revenues a year, and annual on the convention and FEC. So there will never
be any holes that were created, or lack of, it's covered by us. Never will the City be obligated. Mr. Sam
Sanchez, Citizen, stated I have another question for this gentleman, excuse me I don't know who you are,
but you mentioned about the infrastructure of the road and so forth, right now you have a traffic study, right
now you have tons of traffic of tanker truck traffic going from Mexico up to the port. So you've got all that
traffic now, and I know you touched upon Whalen Road. What are the plans for the City to go ahead and
do that right now and make it an option because right now when you put all this and it's finished you're
going to have inaudible depending on 509, if you have Whalen, that's your secondary outlet, you can go
back to 77, back to the Frontage Road and so forth. Do you have any plans for that? City Manager Manuel
De La Rosa introduced himself then stated I requested a traffic impact analysis as part of Shafer Road,
the Circle K is going through improvements and requested a traffic impact analysis. The 711 proposed to
go across the street next to the pawn shop requested a traffic impact analysis. The school districts
performing arts center and auditorium facility requested a traffic impact analysis. I think we're pretty much
covering our basis, some of these are state roadways, we have to work with the state when it comes to
TXDOT, Whalen is a public roadway coming out into a state frontage, so we have those conversations
even as early as today, an engineer that's reviewing these plans with us working with their engineers. So
those practices were not done in the past, so we have several traffic impact analysis that was one of the
last questions I asked Mr. Miles, what the expectation was once his development went across Shafer
Road . So we look at these, we've got a residential development on the south end of town, Liberty Estates
Phase 2, we talked about traffic impact in the future when it connects with Turner Road, because it's only
got one form of ingress, egress, so we are trying to adequately address traffic congestion impact on
neighboring communities, residential areas, is a primary concern. We're doing what we can to identifying
those areas. Commissioner Rene Garcia stated going back to the area that we were talking about Shafer
Road ends at Whalen and I believe its Hale that ends coming from Harlingen and it ends at the same,
have we looked at the possibility of getting into some type of agreement with Harlingen maybe we can
open that up. I know back many years ago there was a small little bridge over it or something, maybe a
small car can pass through it before they shut down everything. My concern, as well has his, is a way out.
So in other words, it'll be a way out for our residents but it also will bring people into our area. Have we
explored any type? City Manager Manuel De La Rosa confirmed we have, Mayor Guerra and I today had
that conversation again, Rebecca Castillo the EDC Executive Director and I had that conversation
probably two, three months ago, and Mr. Miles has had other conversations but he and I had that
conversation. So yes, it is a possibility, we don't want anybody going out there and buying land thinking
it's worth more than it is. But yes there are discussions. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan questioned what
is the total cost of the project when it's complete? Mr. David Miles stated the 39 acre first phase is
approximately $180,000,000.00 of which we will bill out about 70% of that and then we will depend on
other third parties which will mitigate financial risks and also create a quicker absorption. The second
Phase I believe is a $120,000,000.00 of which $85,000,000.00 is what our associated companies will build
and that's what we're talking about utilizing House Bill 2199 for a sports complex, then you have Phase 3
which is $120,000,000.00 I believe, of what we will build out leaving an additional $40,000,000.00 for
others. So on total we're looking at building $300,000,000.00 of the development and others building about
$150,000,000.00. So the total number will be $450,000,000.00. Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan
commented so what do you expect, what's the time frame you're looking at? So you're saying this site will
be developed on sales, hotel tax revenue, or the reimbursement, so when are you expecting to get your
total investment back? In how many years because then, only then, will the City start reaping the benefits
of the hotel, the sales tax generator, you said it. Mr. David Miles stated I want to mention the fact that, can
you repeat the question? Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan repeated his question. Mr. David Miles stated
we have earmarked ten years to be able to value capture from the state taxes and only 50% of the
municipal taxes. So early on, when we start generating revenues, the City will start realizing taxes from
this project and that will happen for about ten years. After ten years, the City will value capture all the
rebates from sales tax and lodging tax, property tax and the like. Now we are discussing the possibility of
the inaudible for ten years maybe water falling down for ten years thereafter, in case the absorption doesn't
happen the way we project it. Nobody foresaw COVID-19, there's circumstances that render things to
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happen that could slow down the process, but generally speaking we've got a complete table that
discusses what kind of values the City will be gaining from year one to ten, and then ten, fifteen and twenty
years.
Mr. Joe Rodriguez, San Benito Citizen, stated this project is not something that just came up, the City has
been talking about this since 2018 I think, so it's not something that suddenly showed up and said this is
what going to happen, there's a lot of legwork that's been done on this so I don't think we're going into this
with closed eyes not knowing what's going to happen. I think we pretty much, the work has been done, as
far as reimbursable the money that they're going to get back, that's all going to depend on what kind of
agreement the City has either through a Chapter 380 or what other mechan isms are there? City Attorney
Mark Sassi advised so the intent with the agreement that's drawn up is that only taxes and things
generated by the project itself will be used to reimburse him. There's a maximum figure that's going to be
agreed to that's based on the amount the infrastructure, public and private infrastructure, that's put into
the project. But that's just a maximum figure so he has a ten year window and the taxes that are generated
by the project itself. If his project doesn't generate any taxes then he doesn't get any rebates. The money
doesn't come from elsewhere in the City, the money doesn't come from the General Fund. He's entirely
at risk for the project. Mr. Joe Rodriguez stated that's the point I'm trying to make. We've thought about all
this already and it's all going to depend on what kind of agreement we have. Based on what I've heard.
Commissioner Rene Villafranca stated to piggyback off of Joe, this is many years a process working
together not only the City of San Benito, Manny, Mark, Fred but also the State Representative Senator
along with officials in Austin that helped us pass this bill to make this happen in San Benito. It's been a
long process. It's well vetted. Mr. Joe Rodriguez commented I think you should approve it. Commissioner
Rene Villafranca stated , thank you Joe.
MAYOR RICARDO GUERRA CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:37P.M.
ITEM 18. CONSIDER FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 2584-02-2021 (Z) TO REZONE A
PROPERTY ON THE CORNER OF FM 509 AND EXPRESSWAY 83, ALSO BEARING A LEGAL
DESCRIPTION OF A 117.868-ACRE TRACT, MORE OR LESS, BEING 50.725 ACRES OUT OF THAT
PORTION OF BLOCK 148 THAT IS SOUTH OF THE RAILROAD TRACKS, AND 67.143 ACRES OUT
OF THE EAST HALF OF BLOCK 149, SAVE AND EXCEPT 2.36 ACRES EQUALING 115.508 ACRES ,
SAN BENITO LAND AND WATER COMPANY SUBDIVISION. CITY OF SAN BENITO. CAMERON
COUNTY. TEXAS AS RECORDED IN VOLUME 1, PAGE 6 OF THE MAP RECORDS OF CAMERON
COUNTY, TEXAS FROM L 1 LIGHT INDUSTRY. C-2 COMMERCIAL GENERAL RETAIL BUSINESS &
AO, AGRICULTURE AND OPEN SPACE TO POD PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT. DEFAULT TO
C-2 COMMERCIAL GENERAL RETAIL BUSINESS AND C-1 COMMERCIAL RESTRICTED BUSINESS.
APPLICANT: WESTERN SPHERICAL DEVELOPERS. L.L.C.
Mr. Bernard Rodriguez, Planning and Developing Director addressed the City Commission presenting the
first of two readings to be considered for the proposed rezone for about approximately 115 acres. No
motion carried FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 2584-02-2021 {Z) TO REZONE A
PROPERTY ON THE CORNER OF FM 509 AND EXPRESSWAY 83. ALSO BEARING A LEGAL
DESCRIPTION OF A 117.868-ACRE TRACT, MORE OR LESS, BEING 50.725 ACRES OUT OF THAT
PORTION OF BLOCK 148 THAT IS SOUTH OF THE RAILROAD TRACKS, AND 67.143 ACRES OUT
OF THE EAST HALF OF BLOCK 149, SAVE AND EXCEPT 2.36 ACRES EQUALING 115.508 ACRES,
SAN BENITO LAND AND WATER COMPANY SUBDIVISION, CITY OF SAN BENITO, CAMERON
COUNTY. TEXAS AS RECORDED IN VOLUME 1. PAGE 6 OF THE MAP RECORDS OF CAMERON
COUNTY, TEXAS FROM L 1 LIGHT INDUSTRY. C-2 COMMERCIAL GENERAL RETAIL BUSINESS &
AO, AGRICULTURE AND OPEN SPACE TO POD PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT. DEFAULT TO
C-2 COMMERCIAL GENERAL RETAIL BUSINESS AND C-1 COMMERCIAL RESTRICTED BUSINESS.
APPLICANT: WESTERN SPHERICAL DEVELOPERS. L.L.C.
ITEM 19. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A) CONSULTATION WITH CITY ATTORNEY PURSUANT TO TEXAS
GOVERNMENT CODE §551 .071 (2) REGARDING JNSP PROPERTIES, L.L.C.
{LIBERTY ESTATES PHASE II) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT.
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B) CONSULTATION WITH CITY ATTORNEY PURSUANT TO TEXAS
GOVERNMENT CODE §551.071(1) TO RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE ON
AGREEMENT WITH NON-PROFIT MUSEUM ORGANIZATIONS.

C) TO DELIBERATE. PURSUANT TO TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE
§551.074(A)(1). A PERSONNEL ACTION RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT
OR EMPLOYMENT OF THE INTERIM FIRE CHIEF OR FIRE CHIEF.
D) CONSULTATION WITH CITY ATTORNEY PURSUANT TO TEXAS
GOVERNMENT
CODE
§551 .071(2).
DELIBERATION
REGARDING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS PURSUANT TO TEXAS
GOVERNMENT CODE §551 .087(1) AND (2).
THE CITY COMMISSION CONVENED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:40 P.M. AND ADJOURNED
AT 9:29P.M.
GENERAL SESSION:
ITEM 20. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEM 19 (a).
Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion to move as advised by legal counsel in Executive Session.
Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez moved to approve. Commissioner Rene Garcia seconded the motion.
Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia,
Commissioner Rene Villafranca and Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 19 (a) AS DELIBERATED UNDER EXECUTIVE SESSION.
ITEM 21. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEM 19 (b).
Mayor Ricardo Guerra announced NO ACTION AT THIS TIME ON AGENDA ITEM 19 (b).
ITEM 22. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEM 19 (c).
Mayor Ricardo Guerra announced NO ACTION AT THIS TIME ON AGENDA ITEM 19 (c).
ITEM 23. CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEM 19 {d).
Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion to move as advised by legal counsel in Executive Session.
Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez moved to approve. Commissioner Rene Villafranca seconded the
motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene
Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranca and Commissioner Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to APPROVE
AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 19 (d) AS DELIBERATED UNDER EXECUTIVE SESSION.
ITEM 24. ADJOURNMENT.
Mayor Ricardo Guerra requested a motion. Mayor Pro Tern Carol Lynn Sanchez moved to approve.
Commissioner Rene Villafranca seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Mayor Ricardo Guerra, Mayor Pro Tern
Carol Lynn Sanchez, Commissioner Rene Garcia, Commissioner Rene Villafranca and Commissioner
Pedro A. Galvan. Motion carried to ADJOURN AT 9:30P.M.
CITY OF SAN BENITO

RICARDO GUERRA
MAYOR
ATTEST:

RUTH MCGINNIS
CITY SECRETARY
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